































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































      
Correlations Among Study Variables          
 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
Adults  
1. Philosophy Score 1.00  
    
2. Philosophy Classes .12 1.00  
   
3. Classification  .55* .38 1.00    
4. DCCS -.36 -.16 -.41 1.00   
5. Backward Digit .43 -.04 .10 -.38 1.00  
6. WASI .17 -.69** -.15 .14 .17 1.00 
 
Children  
1. Age 1.00      
2. DCCS .76 1.00     
3. Backward Digit .76 .58 1.00  
  
4. WASI .75 .64 .53 1.00  
 













   
Descriptive Statistics 
     M (SD) Range n 
Adults 
1. Classification  3.43 (.86) 3 - 6 17 
2. DCCS 11.03 (1.63) 4 - 12 17 
3. Backward Digit 4.36 (1.48) 1 - 8 17 
4. WASI 33.81 (4.69) 22 -42 17 
5. Philosophy Score 27.18 (3.30) 19 - 33 17 
Children 
1. Age 7.80 (.84) 7 - 9 5 
2. DCCS 9.60 (2.19) 6 - 11 5 
3. Backward Digit 3.40 (.55) 3 - 4  5 
4. WASI 24.60 (5.03) 17 - 29 5 
5. Philosophy Score 29.00 (2.12) 26 - 31 5 
	
Note:	The	results	indicate	that	despite	the	cognitive	differences	on	the	executive	
function	and	verbal	intelligence	tasks,	the	children’s	philosophical	scores	were	as	good	
as,	if	not	better	than	the	adults.	The	children	were	scored	with	the	same	code	as	the	
adults,	however,	they	were	scored	based	on	addressing	the	topic	listed	rather	than	
using	the	language/vocabulary	that	the	adults	used.	(See	Appendix	A	for	philosophy	
scoring	code)	
	
	
	 	
		 45	
	
	
Figure	1		
Adult	Conformity	Task	
	
	
	
Note:	We	did	not	find	a	difference	between	the	philosophically	questioned	participants	
and	the	non-philosophically	questioned	participants	in	their	conformity	behavior.	 	
0	
0.1	
0.2	
0.3	
0.4	
Philosophy	 Control	
Conformity	
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Appendix	A	
Philosophy	Questions/Scoring	
1. Do	you	think	the	frog	should	sit	on	the	log?			
2. If	someone	tells	you	to	do	something,	but	it	makes	you	uncomfortable,	do	you	
have	to	do	it?		
3. The	frog	says	that	he	can	stretch	out	on	the	sofa.	Just	because	he	can,	should	
he?	If	he	is	taking	another	animal’s	place	is	it	wrong?	Why?	
4. Do	you	agree	with	the	Cat	that	the	right	thing	is	to	sit	where	you	are	told,	or	do	
you	agree	with	the	frog	that	comfortability	is	more	important?	Why?		
5. Is	it	wrong	for	someone	not	to	do	something	they	are	told	to	do	because	it	
makes	them	uncomfortable?	Yes	or	No,	Why?	
6. Do	you	think	that	all	of	the	animals	are	happy	why/why	not?	Yes	or	No,	Why?	
7. If	we	don’t	have	the	cat	telling	us	where	to	go,	how	can	we	find	our	special	
place?	
8. Would	the	animals	be	better	off	if	there	were	no	rules?	Yes	or	No	
9. When	would	it	be	best	for	you	not	to	do	what	you’re	told?		
When	would	it	be	best	for	you	to	do	what	you’re	told?	
10. Do	you	think	most	people	are	happy	to	be	in	their	assigned	places?	Why?	
11. Do	you	know	anyone	like	the	Frog?	Who?	How	are	they	like	the	Frog?	
12. 	Do	you	know	anyone	like	the	cat?	Who?	How	are	they	like	the	Cat?	
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Philosophy	Scoring	
1. Do	you	think	the	frog	should	sit	on	the	log?	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	+	use	example	from	book;	no,	it’s	hard/uncomfortable/splinters,	etc	
3	–	go	beyond	book;	no,	he	can	make	his	own	decisions,	not	listen	to	others	
2. 	If	someone	tells	you	to	do	something,	but	it	makes	you	uncomfortable,	do	you	
have	to	do	it?		
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	+	you	can	make	own	decisions	
3	–	take	into	consideration	authority/others	
3. 	The	frog	says	that	he	can	stretch	out	on	the	sofa.	Just	because	he	can,	should	
he?		
If	he	is	taking	another	other	animal’s	place	is	it	wrong?	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	+	if	he	wants	
3	–	take	into	consideration	others	(others,	other	animals,	sharing);	if	answer	is	
about	chaos,	get	them	to	explain	
4. Do	you	agree	with	the	Cat	that	the	right	thing	is	to	sit	where	you	are	told,	or	do	
you	agree	with	the	frog	that	being	comfortable	and	happy	is	more	important?	
Why?		
1	–	I	agree	with	___	
2	–	I	agree	with	___	because	____	
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3	–	considering	consequences	of	actions/	or	situational	variability/	credibility	of	
cat/	morality/	definition	of	“right”	
5. 	Is	it	wrong	for	someone	not	to	do	what	they	are	told	because	it	makes	them	
uncomfortable?		
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	you	can	make	your	own	choices,	nobody	can	tell	you	what	to	do	
3	–	yes/no/both	considers	authority/situational	variability	
6. Do	you	think	that	all	of	the	animals	are	happy	why/why	not?	Yes	or	No	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	they	don’t	look	happy,	their	places	don’t	fit,	they’re	not	comfy	
3	–	go	beyond	observation	of	book,	they	didn’t	choose	their	place,	they	have	no	
choice	and	everyone	should,	relate	to	the	frog	questioning	authority	 	
7. 	If	we	don’t	have	the	cat	telling	us	where	to	go,	how	can	we	find	our	special	
place?	
1	–	answer	
2	–	answer	+	reason	
3	–	finding	where	we	fit	and	what	makes	us	happy	
8. Would	the	animals	be	better	off	if	there	were	no	rules?	Yes	or	No	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	+	choice	and	comfortability	is	important	
3	–	consider	importance	of	rules	in	society,	sometimes	what	is	best	for	others	is	
more	important	than	being	comfortable/happy	
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9. When	would	be	best	for	you	not	to	do	what	you’re	told?		
When	would	it	be	best	for	to	you	do	what	you’re	told?	
1	–	you	should	always	do	what	you’re	told	
2	–	specific	example	
3	–	abstract;	taking	into	consideration	harm	of	others,	authority,	morality	
10. Do	you	think	most	people	are	happy	to	be	in	their	assigned	places?	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	+	talk	about	skills	(they	were	assigned	their	because	they’re	good	
something)	
3	–	talk	about	what	it	means	to	be	happy,	and	what	it	means	to	be	happy	in	
accordance	with	skills,	dreams,	goals	(ex.	I	like	to	sing	but	I’m	not	good	at	it,	I	like	
tutoring	because	I’m	good	at	it,	I	don’t	like	____	because	I’m	not	good	at	it,	I	
don’t	like	____	even	though	I’m	good	at	it)	
11	&	12.	Do	you	know	anyone	like	the	Frog?	Do	you	know	anyone	like	the	cat?	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	specific	person	without	reasoning	
3	-		yes/no	example	with	reasoning;	she	bosses	me	around,	she	asks	a	lot	of	
questions,	doesn’t	go	with	flow,	people	who	are	manipulative,	people	who	don’t	
like	being	told	what	to	do		
36	possible	points	in	all	
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Appendix	B	
Control	Questions/Scoring	
1. Does	the	frog	want	to	sit	on	the	log?		Why/Why	not?	
2. Where	would	the	frog	like	to	sit?	
3. Does	the	cat	think	it’s	important	to	be	comfortable?	
4. What	do	gorillas	sit	on?		
5. Do	you	think	the	gorilla	is	happy?	Why/Why	not?	
6. Where	did	the	dog	sit?		
Describe	the	dog.	
7. What	color	was	the	cat?			
Describe	the	cat.	
8. What	did	the	sign	say	that	the	frog	was	holding?	
9. Where	did	the	frog	stretch	out?	
10. What	sits	on	sofas?	
11. What	do	all	the	animals	and	their	special	places	have	in	common?	
12. Name	as	many	animals	and	their	special	places	as	you	can.	
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Control	Scoring	
1. Does	the	frog	want	to	sit	on	the	log?		Why/Why	not?	
0	–	incorrect	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	with	appropriate	reason	
2. Where	would	the	frog	like	to	sit?	
0	-	Incorrect	
1	-	Names	one	correct	place	
2	-	Names	multiple	correct	places	
3. Does	the	cat	think	it’s	important	to	be	comfortable?	
0	–	I	don’t	know/incorrect	(yes)	
1	–	no		
4. What	do	gorillas	sit	on?		
0	–	incorrect	
1	-	pillar	
5. Do	you	think	the	gorilla	is	happy?	Why/Why	not?	
0	–	I	don’t	know	
1	–	yes/no	
2	–	yes/no	with	appropriate	response	
6. Where	did	the	dog	sit?	(on	frog)	
Describe	the	dog.	(could	say	personality,	or	physical	–	spotted,	brown,	white,	
floppy	ears,	long	nose,	etc.)	
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0	–	I	don’t	know	
1	–	answers	1	correctly	
2	–	answers	both	correctly	
7. What	color	was	the	cat?		(grey,	grey	&	white)	
Describe	the	cat.	(personality)	
0	–	I	don’t	know/	incorrect	
1	–	answers	1	correctly	
2	–	answers	both	correctly	
8. What	did	the	sign	say	that	the	frog	was	holding?	
0	–	I	don’t	know/incorrect	
1	-	help	
9. Where	did	the	frog	stretch	out?	
0	–	I	don’t	know/incorrect	
1	-	sofa	
10. What	sits	on	sofas?	
0	–	I	don’t	know/incorrect	
1	-	gophers	
11. What	do	all	the	animals	and	their	special	places	have	in	common?	
0	–	I	don’t	know	
1	–	places	rhyme	with	names	
2	–	told	where	to	sit,	etc.	(specify	answer	if	not	“place	rhymes	with	name”)	
12. Name	as	many	animals	and	their	special	places	as	you	can.		
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30	possible	answers	
1	point	per	correct	animal/place	pair	
Qs	1-11	offer	17	possible	points	altogether	
	
	 	
